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Have you ever noticed how 
many rumors you hear in the 
course of a day? Rumors about 
friends, enemies, politicians, 
celebrities, and people you don’t 
even know? Some publications 
and television shows are devoted 
to spreading gossip! 

The comic book industry also 
has its share of rumors. How 
many times have you walked into 
a comic book store and heard the 
“real” reason why a certain cre- 
ative person quit a title, a particu- 
lar comic is priced a certain way, 
or a favorite character is being 
killed? The people spreading 
these rumors usually claim to have 

| inside sources of information. 

They rarely do. 

So where do they get their 
facts? Simple! They make them 
up! They present personal opin- 
ions and idle speculation as hard 

| data. 

In case you haven't noticed, 

} this is an industry of story-tellers. 
We're constantly weaving tales of 
moral heroes who fight against 
overwhelming odds to defeat 

] Monstrous villains! It’s a familiar 


) scenario, There’s always a good 


guy and a bad guy. You've seen it 
in countless comics. You routinely 
hear it in the rumor mill. 

Most people like to portray 

themselves as heroes, and their 

| enemies as villains. They like to 
emphasize victories, and ignore 
defeats. They take credit for tri- 
umphs, and blame mistakes on 
others. 

Think about that the next time 
you read any interview or article. 
Think about the next time some- 
one tells you the “inside” facts 

) about the comic book industry ... 
or any other industry for that mat- 
ter. 

Stories our our business. 

Our only business. 

Thanks for being there, 


ITS THE COST OF A REGULAR 
CALL FROM, 


& WONT EXCEED 35 CENTS. 
YOUR INSIDE CONNECTION AT MARVEL 


eard any good rumors lately? 

There are a few of them floating 

around the Marvel Universe this 
past year, and we thought we’d take this 
page to lay a few of them to rest, while 
obscuring others. 


Rumor: Tom DeFalco has been fired as Edi- 
tor-In-Chief of Marvel Comics and replaced 
with Fabian Nicieza, Roy Thomas, or Mark 
Gruenwald. 


The Truth: Tom has not been fired, nor has he 
quit. In fact, Tom will be in charge of Marvel 
Comics at least until the year 2099, if not 
beyond! Fabian wouldn't take the job — he 
couldn't afford the pay cut! Roy is happy 
writing 80 pages of CONAN a month, plus 
FANTASTIC FOUR UNLIMITED, and whatev- 
er else he can work in. And Mark is the 
world’s most contented second banana. 


Rumor: The FANTASTIC FOUR is being can- 
celled and replaced with a comic called FAN- 
TASTIC FORCE. 


The Truth: The FANTASTIC FOUR is not being 
cancelled. We wouldn’t cancel the World’s 
Greatest Comics Magazine now, would we? 
Especially not with a movie version rarin’ to 
be released. As for FANTASTIC FORCE, 
does the term “spin-off” mean anything to 
you? 


Rumor: Marvel will soon be publishing 200 
titles a month. 


The Truth: This is a ridicu- 
lous, completely unfound- 
ed rumor. The truth is that 
we will eventually be pub- 
lishing 300 titles a month! 
We want every Marveloid 
to be able to read ten new 
Marvels a day (which, by 
the way, is the U.S. Rec- 
ommended Daily Allow- 
ance)! You read it here first 
... 800 titles a month by 
January 2099! 


Rumor: Associate editor 
Mike Lackey is quitting 
comics to become a pro- 
wrestler. 


The Truth: This one is true. 


Rumor: All the Executive 
Editors at Marvel are going 
to be fired and replaced 
with X-Men Group Editor 
Bob Harras. 


The Truth: This is another 
preposterous one. Anyone 


who knows Bob knows that he has no inter- 
est in taking over the company. Bob is much 
too busy ruling his X-Empire, which encom- 
passes not only comics, but also video |& 
games, toys, a Saturday morning cartoon 
series ... Let’s face it, Bob is more powerful |g 
than any Executive Editor could ever be! 


Rumor: Marvel President Terry Stewart is 
running for President of the United States jf 
in ’96. 


The Truth: This one is not true, but we hear jal 


Ross Perot may be looking for a new running 
mate, so who can say ...? Fa 


Rumor: Stan Lee is leaving Marvel to work 
for the competition. 


The Truth: Stan Lee is not leaving Marvel! 
Stan is one of the founding fathers of Marvel- 
dom. Stan is a good father — he would 
never turn his back on his babies! He is the 
Walt Disney to our mouse ... the Hugh Hefner }f 
to our rabbit ... the Steven Spielberg to our 
dinosaur. 

And besides, it would break his heart f 
to look at the top of each of our mighty 
mags and see the words, “Tom DeFalco }f 
Presents ...” 


Those are just a few of the rumors floating 
around the offices these days. Glad we were 
able to clear the air. Till next time, remember, jj 
a rumor is not true unless we made it up first! 
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Not to worry, not to sweat. Tom 
Morgan and Jimmy Palmiotti will be 
back next ish, 


Meantime, this issue's pretty 
darn cool, what with Artie Five 
Cents and John Nyberg and all. 

As always, your comments are 
appreciated. 


Dear Target Practice, 2 
| have been reading the 20939 titles and 
the best one to date is PUNISHER 2099. | 
love blood and guts comics. | think the 
Punisher is like me—a bad dude. Just one 
question: when you show blood, why is it 

black? 

Colin McCauley 
917 Diamond Park 
Meadville, PA 16335 


Isn't everybody's? 
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although we will gladly withhold that info upon request. 


Dear Target Practice, 

! love all the Punisher's awesome 
Weapons, especially the needle gun! You 
guys are either lunatics or complete 
geniuses! 

How does the Punisher stay sane? | 
mean his family was killed by a psychopath 
and his girlfriend is a giant ice cube. | dont: 
think | could handle it all. 

Tyler Cumbea 
5703 Timber Ridge Dr. 
Louisville, KY 40059 


Jake's having trouble handling it all 
tao, Ty, and his grip on sanity is 
definitely getting weaker, 


Dear Target Practice, 

Ive been collecting Punisher camics for 
about three years and | think PUNISHER 
2099 is the best one. It's every bit as 
good as the regular ones except with 
better drawings and cooler, mare exciting 
ideas. 

Jake Gallows is the perfect Punisher. 
His symbol is a lot better tao. His weapons 
are great, and perfect for the setting of 
2099. They make it seem a lot more like 
the future. That's why | think you should 
make a Punisher 2099 Armory; it would 
be really cool, 

Callin Sniff 
11605 Polling Hills 
Wichita, KS 67212 


It would be cool, Collin. If enough of 
you ask for it, we'll consider adding 
the project to our regular six titles 
(plus the SPIDER-MAN 2099 
ANNUAL and another new series 
planned for 15394)! 


Dear Target Practice, 
| love the 2099 titles. The way you guys 
built an entire new world is great. | also 
like how Jake'uses the Punisher's old ways 
of justice combined with the modern 
means of punishment. When are we 
going to see more of that fantastic 
motorcycle of Jake's that can go as fast 
as 800 m.p.h.? Also, what kind of villain is 
the Fearmaster? Whatever he is, I'm sure 
he means trouble for our new hero with 

an attitude. 

Brian Nieves 
8 Hollywood St. 
Worchester, MA 01610 


You'll be seeing lots more of Jake's 
new and improved bike in the future, 
Brian. Tom Morgan just re-designed it 
last ish. As for the Fearmaster, he's 
the head of the Cyber-Mostra (2099's 
organized crime) and the Public Eye 
(2099's police force). He's also a vice- 
president of Alchemax who was given 
the power to turn living flesh into any 
substance by - we think — aliens from 
outer space. 


Dear Target Practice, 

Of the many series Marvel puts out, | 
must say one of my favorites is PUNISHER 
2039. | have every one so far and enjoy 
every bit of them. The drawings are great 
and the ideas along with them are 
excellent. | would also like to mention one 
of the ideas | really like is the prison he has 


downstairs, | have a question though: does 

Matt Axel have a story behind him or is he 

just a friend? So, Pat, Tony, Tom, Jimmy, 

Ken, lan, Joey, Matt and Tommy De... 
keep up the good work! 

James Guertib 

8 West Harris Ave. 

Moorestown, NJ 08057 


There is most certainly a story 
behind Matt Axel, Jim, one which Pat 
and Tony will reveal real soon. 


Dear Tanget Practice, 
Id just like to say what a fine job all of 
you are doing. Whose idea was the 


“powerbat? | think it's really cool, 


Bryan Gault 
350 S. Mark Dr, 
North Vernon, IN 47265 


The credit goes to Pat and Tony, 
Bryan, the experts of 2099 cool. 


| Spider-Man 2099 #416 This is it! The 

sensational start of the major Marvel 

| event, “The Fall of the Hammer!” Hey! All 
| the Ron Lim/Al Williamson covers fit |} 

together to form one awe-inspiring 

panorama! (Meaning, we didn't learn 

| our lesson when we tried it on DOOM 


| Ravage 2099 #15 The crossover 
l| continues! The X(Vien (2099 vintage, of 
|| Course) meet the Beastman himself I 


' 

| X-Mien 2099 #5 Think Lyla's one of a || 

|| kind? Wait! you meet Serina! Plus, the 

| whereabouts of Jordan Boone! Didn't 
think it could happen here, didja? 


| Doom 2099 #14 How can our would- 
| be world monarch take command when |} 

everything around him is spinning out of 
) control? 


+ and it all winds up here in 
PUNISHER #13! The Hammer 


|| falls...preferably not heroes! 
This one will ne even ond 


